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Bars stock up on stronger brews under new law “Loose-knit”
club knits
for peace

Drew Vetere/Montana Kaimin

Brewer Tom “Patches” Pacholik, right, and Paul “Pablo” Alvarez take a break from brewing at the back of the Kettlehouse Brewery on Myrtle Street. The Kettlehouse will
soon release a new version of its Ye Olde Bong Water recipe that will be about nine percent alcohol.

Mike Gerrity
Montana Kaimin
As Montanans deal with a more
restrictive bar culture this year, the
state has decided to throw them a
bone. A cold, delicious bone that
will get them drunk faster.
With the passage of House Bill
400 in the Montana Legislature
last year, it is now legal — as of
Oct. 1 — to brew and distribute
more alcoholic beers in the state,
bringing the maximum alcoholic
content allowed for beer from 8.75
percent to 14 percent.
According to the Marin Institute, an alcohol industry “watchdog,” virtually all beers on the
market in the U.S. are 16 percent
alcohol or less.
Some Missoula businesses are
wasting no time flooding the val-

ley with high-proof booze. A sales
clerk for Worden’s Market and
Deli on North Higgins Avenue,
Allan Nielson, said the market already has stronger beers for sale
from brewers around the country
and abroad.
“We probably got a dozen or so
that are around 10 percent,” Nielson said. “We’re getting more and
more every day.”
The most powerful brew in their
stash so far is a trappist beer called
Rochefort 10, an 11.3 percent beer
made by a little more than two dozen Belgian monks in a monastery
near the town of Rochefort.
“These are some of the better
beers we’ve had in a long time,”
Nielson said.
Nielson said the illegalization of
brewing and distributing the beer in

Montana had been a rarely enforced
law from decades ago.
“That law had been on the
books since prohibition, but nobody noticed it until somebody
started snooping around,” he said.
Kevin Head, co-owner of The
Rhino, a bar on Ryman Street, said
the bar is ordering up bigger beers
in time for the cold months ahead.
“In the real cold of the wintertime, this is the perfect time to do
it,” Head said. “These are good
winter warmer beers.”
Soon The Rhino will be carrying an assortment of stronger
beers, including Rogue Old Crustacean, an 11.5 percent barley
wine, and Sierra Nevada Bigfoot
Ale, bottled at a more modest 9.5
percent.
Head said he expects products

from Big Sky Brewing Company
to be on their way to his bar soon,
but those brews will need more
time to age.
Al Pills, retail manager of the
Kettle House Brewing Company,
said he was happy to see a Montana law pass that wasn’t cracking
down on the state’s social customs,
like the Clean Air Act that banned
cigarette smoking from bars effective this month.
“I think it’s great. We already
have so many restrictive laws in
Montana right now,” he said.
Pills said Kettle House is working on a twist of its Ye Olde Bong
Water recipe called Brick and
Mortar Porter, which he thinks
will come out at around 9 percent.

See BREW, page 6

ASUM to discuss lobbying for higher education
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
At its meeting tonight, the
ASUM Senate will discuss how
best to coordinate student senators
statewide to lobby the Montana
Legislature about issues facing
higher education, such as anticipated funding deficits.
“Historically, there hasn’t been
a super strong higher ed. lobby
in Montana,” said Emily May,
ASUM vice president.
May said the discussion originates from a recent presentation by
University of Montana professor
Doug Coffin on behalf of the University Faculty Association, which

aims to work with students, staff
and faculty to lobby the state about
higher education issues.
More specifically, the Senate
will discuss the school’s pending
loss of $3.6 million a year after
federal stimulus money runs out,
hoping to better understand students’ views and develop ideas for
solutions, said ASUM president
Matt Fennell.
“There are only two ways to
fund higher education,” May said.
“Either that money comes from
the legislature or comes from students in tuition and fees. We are
one of the lowest, if not the lowest, ranked states for the amount of

state funding.”
The current draft of UM’s
management plan to compensate
for the lack of stimulus money
from the 2012 budget includes options to switch to a four-day school
week, increase tuition and freeze
hiring, among other possibilities.
Changes, however, could begin
to take effect as early as January,
said Bob Duringer, UM’s vice
president of administration and
finance.
“The Regents are talking about
streamlining and increasing efficiency, but I fear it’s not really possible to be more efficient at UM,”
May said. “I think the answer we

need is to get more money from
the legislature.”
In other business, Fennell said
he will discuss proper decorum
with senators to ensure efficiency
in meetings and to maintain a
good image for ASUM among students.
“We have a very passionate
senate and we want to make sure
senators are expressing sensitivity
toward people with different ideological perspectives,” Fennell said.
“We certainly don’t want students
to lose respect for what we do.”
ASUM meets weekly at 6 p.m.
in UC room 330.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

Josh Potter
Montana Kaimin
At a small table in the back of
Joseph’s Coat knitting store yesterday afternoon, four women sat and
fought for peace.
“We really believe that in our
hearts: One stitch at a time we
can help the world,” said Kay Robison, a volunteer for the Knitting
for Peace group that meets every
Tuesday afternoon.
With a knowing chuckle,
founding member Kathi Wood
described it as a “loose-knit” club
that meets every Tuesday to knit
various items for charity.
The group is working to complete a “community afghan” to
give to the Poverello Center, a local homeless shelter. Starting last
week, they set a 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuesday meeting time to make
progress on the project. Members
of the community of all skill levels
are invited to come and help.
One 5-by-7-inch square at a
time, Woods said they plan to knit
until they “reach a point where we
feel we have enough to put it together.”
They sat surrounded by multicolored yarn, needles of every size
and spool upon spool of yarn in
fairy-tale cupboards at the back
of the knitting store. They talked
about their sons and acrylic yarn.
At one point, a shopper interrupted to ask if the spool she was holding looked more like peacock blue
or royal blue.
“Indigo,” Robison said, “That’s
more indigo.”
It is safe to say that these women know knitting. The only thing
they know more about is peace,
and despite how abstract a concept
it seems, they say spreading peace
is as simple as stitching together
some yarn.
“Just touching yarn relieves
stress,” Robison said.
It is obvious why, she said.
“Because of the warmth it provides. And when you’re warm, you
feel secure,” she said.
That is why she loves to knit.
“It takes me to another place,”
she explained, but wondered if the
end product could do the same for
someone sleeping under the quilt.
“I think it would,” said Becky
LaTray, another volunteer for the
group. “When you’re handing a
child a blanket that is their own,
it’s the feeling of love,” she said.
That is the point to Wood. A
knit quilt, hat or scarf carries with
it an idea that inspires peace and
peace of mind, she said.
“It isn’t knitting itself, but it’s
of the same mind as far as peace

See KNITTING, page 4
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Do the right thing about “Don’t ask, don’t tell”

EDITORIAL

Will Melton, News Editor
It has been 16 years since
Bill Clinton reneged on his
campaign promise to allow
individuals of all sexual
orientations to serve openly
in the military, signing into
federal law the “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy, which allows homosexuals to serve
as long as they don’t have
any homosexual relations
or tell anybody they are gay.

It was the wrong solution
at the time and, as the years
have passed, it has become a
national embarrassment.
Polls show that up to
three-fourths of Americans
support repealing the law
and many members of military brass, both current and
retired, have come out in
support of rethinking it. Of
the 26 countries in NATO,
23 allow homosexuals to
serve openly in their militaries. The U.S. is joined
only by Russia and China
— those bastions of equality — in its ban.
The policy should be repealed because it is the right
thing to do, both for the

sake of equality and for the
sake of our military.
Since 1993, the armed
forces have discharged over
13,000 fully competent
members of the military
just because somebody else
found out they were gay.
During this time, many
more service members have
been forced to be dishonest
about a basic part of who
they are. Lying to a superior officer or even a fellow soldier is far worse for
morale than the discomfort
some insecure soldiers may
feel over showering around
somebody who is openly
gay.
Many wonder how hard

a
m
g i n e, if
I
By Nate Rott

it is to keep your sexuality private, but it is common
for people to talk about girlfriends, family, marriage, etc.
Not being able to honestly
answer a question such as,
“Do you have a girlfriend?”
or engage in typical conversations about sex is just as sure
to give away one’s sexuality
as being open about it. It will
lead the gay soldier to feel
marginalized and be less effective as a soldier.
A Zogby poll of U.S.
servicemen in 2006 showed
that, while a plurality of
members of the military
supported “don’t ask, don’t
tell,” the number who were
neutral or opposed added up

you will

relationship between myself and this American favorite. I didn’t ask the hot
dog what it was made out
of; I didn’t try to decipher
the convoluted ingredients
list. I covered it in ketchup, sweet-hot mustard,
and (if I was yearning for
some bathroom burnin’)
chili, and then guilelessly
gorged.
In turn, hot dogs didn’t
tell me what they were
made of, they presented
themselves in an aesthetically pleasing cylindrical
jumble of meat and masqueraded their unpleasant
ingredients with fluffy
names like “sheep casings”
(sheep intestines used to
package the rest).
For the hot dog and me,
it was a don’t ask, don’t tell
relationship.
In recent years though,
our bubble has popped.
For quite some time now,
America’s ignorant relationship with hot dogs and
other “unhealthy” foods
has been fading fast. Nowadays, you’ll go to Dairy
Queen and read on a napkin that your Peanut Buster
Parfait just peanut-busted
your gut with 730 calories
and 31 grams of fat. The
food industry has become
upfront, leaving my hot
dog friend in the open. No

more secret ingredients or
mystery meats.
The hot dog, numerous
preservatives aside, persevered. All-beef franks, allturkey sausages and low-fat
wieners appeared on the
scene. Given the chance,
the hot dog flourished. The
original is still there, it is
always an option, but the
hot dog got a chance to add
some variety, a chance to
start anew.
Americans took it in
stride. They embraced the
assortment, admired the
multiplicity and gorged on
new and old.
With the shroud of secrecy broken, the American
people embraced the hot
dog for what it was and what
it had become. The world
has kept turning.
So, when President
Obama promised last week
that he would put an end to
the “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy that the U.S. armed
forces have employed for
homosexuals, I didn’t see
what all the ruckus was
about. We live in a progressive world.
People should not have
to hide who they are or their
beliefs. Diversity is America’s biggest strength — just
ask the hot dog industry.

totally opposed to serving with homosexuals, they
would do so anyway because orders are orders.
It is high time for lawmakers to have enough faith
in the fighting men and
women of this country to
trust them to uphold equality within ranks and to treat
all their fellow servicemen
as just that, no matter what.
If our service members
are unable to cope with
being around people of a
different sexual orientation, then how are they to
be trusted with their sworn
duty to uphold the Constitution?
william.melton@umontana.edu

t he O
d
n
u
va
o
r
Q1: What do you
think about the cold weather
that has hit Missoula
in the last week?
Q2: What is your favorite winter activity?

l

If there’s one food that
epitomizes all that is the
United States of America, it
is the working man’s plain,
pink, unembellished hot
dog.
For as long as I can remember, people have joked
about what hot dogs were
made of — horse hoof clippings, dog tails and pig
rectums. When you make
a foot-long wiener out of assorted animal meats, there
is a lot of room for the imagination. Fair is fair.
In reality, hot dogs, according to the esteemed National Hot Dog and Sausage
Council, are “cured and
cooked sausages that consist
of mainly pork, beef, chicken and turkey or a combination of meat and poultry …
Other ingredients include
water, curing agents and
spices, such as garlic, salt,
sugar, ground mustard, nutmeg, coriander and white
pepper.”
Not so bad, really. I eat
chicken, beef, pork and turkey. Maybe not all mashed
into one, but I eat them.
Heck, there’s even sugar and
spice and other things nice.
Hot dogs aren’t all that bad,
right? What’s the big deal?
For most of my life, I
have managed to enjoy and
ingest hot dogs because of
a longstanding reciprocal

A

Diversity like hot dogs

to a sizeable majority. More
importantly, among service
members who knew that a
fellow soldier was gay, a large
plurality said that it had no
bearing on their own morale.
This follows a trend in
national polling, showing
that many people who know
homosexuals support gay
rights.
Even if every single soldier, however, said that having homosexuals in his or
her unit would hurt his or
her morale, it is not a good
enough reason to discriminate. The fact is that good
soldiers do as they are told
and act as professionals.
Even if the majority are

Q1: “I feel like the trees
missed the memo.”
Q2: “Sledding.”

Seth Phillips, freshman,
exercise science
Q1: “Its cold. I didn’t expect it
so soon. I was hoping it would be
warmer for a while.”
Q2: “I like skiing.”

Mollee Hren, fifth-year senior,
psychology

Q1: “I don’t mind it. You just kind
of live with it in Montana.”
Q2: “Skiing.”

Allie Vandermotter, fith-year
senior, biology
Q1: “I love it. I can’t wait for
ski season.”
Q2: “Skiing.”

Andrew Acuff, junior,
nursing

nathaniel1.rott@umontana.edu
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ASUM support of wilderness bill
sends strong message
While the Oct. 1 article
(“ASUM supports wilderness
bill”) detailing the passage of an
ASUM resolution to support the
Forest Jobs and Recreation Act
gave a broad impression of that
momentous evening, it failed to
truly capture the overwhelming
sentiment of support displayed by
the large number of students present. Students did indeed line the
walls, but they also stepped up to
the microphone one after another
to voice their own personal support for a bill that could prove to
set a new standard in national land
conservation legislation.
The Forest Jobs and Recreation
Act is truly representative of the
new paradigm of land management: home-grown policy that is
the product of years of local collaboration and represents the voices of Montana’s diverse constitu-

encies, from timber companies to
Trout Unlimited to representatives
of motorized and nonmotorized
recreation organizations. These
groups include, I might add, students.
ASUM’s decision, a
charge led by President
Matt Fennell, sends a
strong statement to Senator Tester and the legislature at large: yes, we
care. Not only do we
care, but we are prepared
to make a political statement to our congressmen and to
the state of Montana to illustrate
our dedication to the protection of
our state’s greatest resources: our
stunning landscapes, our healthy
forests, our recreational opportunities, and the watersheds upon
which our clean water relies. We
recognize the great potential inherent in once again taking the
helm of conservation policy, a role

Opinion
we have been in before on a national level, and pushing forward a
bill that confidently moves beyond
our frustration with land management gridlock. As students who

3

Montana
serve- and need. Instead, the University has now added the student
voice to a united effort. Montana
is poised to step up and spearhead
the movement once again, and
Senator Tester is leading
brilliantly.

Letters to the
Editor
care deeply about our state’s lands,
ASUM’s resolution stands firmly
against passive acceptance of the
status quo. We refuse to return to
earlier days of land management
legislation that saw bill after bill
defeated in Congress, falling prey
to one interest group or another’s
staunch opposition and leaving our
public lands in a state of stalemate
and lacking the protection they de-

Heather Day,
graduate student,
environmental studies

Backhands to Big Ups
and Backhands
Well, I must say that
the Kaimin’s Big Ups &
Backhands column never
ceases to amuse.
These last few days, especially,
have been filled with hilarity as the
Kaimin so righteously attacks the
pure injustice that is anti-smoking
legislation. If your wimpy lungs
can’t handle the constant wafting
of burning carcinogens, get off
campus! It’s bad enough that we
have to smoke in large groups 25
feet away from any given building,

Kaimin

though it is amusing to observe
the hacks, coughs and looks of
discomfort on the faces of various
pathetic nonsmokers as they pass
by. If they don’t want to breathe
my heavenly Marlboro perfume,
why don’t they just teleport from
building to building so as to never
be more than 25 feet away? It’s
not as if the smell carries, anyway.
We at the University of Montana pride ourselves on our progressive attitudes as well as our
charming sense of humor, and we
are always willing to support legislation that encourages us to think
of others before ourselves. Unless, of course, said legislation is
fascist madness that threatens to
prevent us from blowing smoke
in other people’s faces. We’re sure
Humphrey Bogart would be here
cheering us on had he not died of
esophageal cancer due to smoking.
Stay classy, Kaimin.
Lindsey Appell, sophomore, anthropology
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KNITTING
From page 1
goes,” she said. “It’s getting together as a community. It’s the
idea of community.”
This idea of community is
where the knitting group started,
at the Jeanette Rankin Peace Center Library on Higgins Avenue
where Wood volunteers. Some
of the older women would end
up talking about knitting and, by
last winter, they decided to start
a group in which they could use
their hobby for a cause conducive
to the center’s ultimate goal of espousing peace.
Like any group, they needed
guidelines, which they found
when Robison brought “Knitting
for Peace,” a sort of knitting cookbook full of recipes for different
knitting projects ideal for donating: stuffed animals, hats, scarves
and afghans.

Robison used the book in Billings, where she was part of a similar group that made warm helmet
liners for U.S. soldiers in Iraq.
Carol Plank also brought some
“subversive knitting” experience
after she participated in a Mother’s
Day rally organized by a national
peace-knitting group. The group
knitted a quilt that read, “Mothers didn’t have babies to kill other
mothers’ babies,” and draped it
over the White House fence.
The afghan is an ongoing project for the group, but they hope to
finish soon so they can move on to
other projects.
Robison said they are looking
into crafting knit caps for children undergoing surgery at Saint
Patrick Hospital or Community
Medical Center because doctors
say they have trouble keeping their
patients warm while on the surgery table.
“Once we finish this, we’ll really get going,” Woods said.

News

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

joshua.potter@umontana.edu

Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin

Becky LaTray works on an afghan square in Joseph’s Coat Tuesday afternoon. LaTray is part of Knitting for Peace, a
group that knits to promote social change. She is one of several women working on an afghan that will be donated
to the Poverello Center.

M
K

Sports

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

SIDELINES
WEEKLY HOME SCHEDULE
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Missoula’s tough pups

FOOTBALL
Eastern Washington at Montana,
Saturday, 1:05 p.m.
SOCCER
Sacramento State at Montana,
Friday, 4 p.m.
Portland State at Montana,
Sunday, 1 p.m.
WEEKLY AWAY SCHEDULE

VOLLEYBALL
Montana at Sacramento State,

Saturday, 8 p.m.

BRIEFING

Mariani honored
by the Big Sky
The Big Sky Conference
named senior wide receiver Marc
Mariani one of two offensive
players of the week this week.
He shared the honor with Northern Arizona quarterback Michael
Herrick. Mariani caught six passes
for 200 yards and two touchdowns
in a win over Cal Poly Saturday,
including an 84-yard score from
Justin Roper in the second quarter.
Mariani then scored on a 68-yard
catch from Andrew Selle midway
through the fourth quarter, giving
Montana a 28-17 cushion and putting the contest out of reach. Mariani averaged 33.3 yards per catch.
Herrick completed 30 of 40 passes
for 388 yards and a touchdown in
a 23-10 upset win over Montana
State in Bozeman. His 388 yards
through the air were good for 13th
all-time in school history.

STANDINGS

FOOTBALL
School 		
Big Sky
Montana
2-0
Eastern Wash. 3-1
Weber State
3-1
Montana State 2-1
Northern Ariz. 2-1
Sacramento State 2-1
Portland State
1-3
Idaho State
0-3
Northern Colo. 0-4

Overall
5-0
4-2
3-3
3-2
3-2
2-3
2-4
0-6
1-5

SOCCER
School 		
Big Sky
Sacramento State 2-0
Eastern Wash. 2-0
Idaho State
1-1
Portland State
1-1
Northern Ariz. 1-1
Montana
1-1
Northern Colo. 0-2
Weber State
0-2

Overall
7-3-2
5-6-1
6-5
7-6-1
6-6-1
3-10
4-7-1
4-8

VOLLEYBALL
School 		
Big Sky
Eastern Wash. 5-1
Portland State
5-1
Northern Colo. 5-1
Montana
3-3
Sacramento State 2-3
Idaho State
2-4
Northern Ariz. 1-3
Weber State
2-5
Montana State 0-7

Overall
11-6
11-6
11-8
8-10
11-9
8-9
5-10
3-15
2-14

Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin

Coach Matt Powers, right, gives advice to Austen Newton, left, and Jack Martin, middle. Powers coaches the Pound Puppies—a fight club for youth —through CrossFit Montana, where the Dogpound MMA fight team practices.

Local kids get physical with Mixed Martial Arts
Cody Bloomsburg
Montana Kaimin
Hayden McCarthy had decided
his first move before he and his opponent had even squared up — he
would go with a Muay-Thai-style
flying punch.
The two fighters had barely
gotten the go-ahead from their
coach before McCarthy launched
his frame, gloved-fist first, at
Dayne Martin’s head.
Ducking McCarthy’s fist, Martin slammed his shoulder into the
airborne-assailant’s midsection as
he shot a double-leg takedown,
which put McCarthy down hard
on the mat, ending the session.
Most Mixed Martial Arts fans
agree a flying punch is gutsy and
impressive if it lands, but a certain level of surprise is crucial for
that to happen. And as McCarthy
found out, it’s not always easy to
keep a secret when you’re 9 years
old.
McCarthy and Martin are just
two of six junior members of Matt
Powers’ Dogpound fight team,
which trains at CrossFit Montana
and comprises local professional
and amateur fighters.
The Pound Puppies, as they’ve
been named, are all either 8 or 9
years old and the majority are topranked youth wrestlers in their
weight class.
The pups started because Powers was coaching some kids in
wrestling at the gym, including
his son, Conall Powers, along with
the other original pups: Martin,
McCarthy, Cameron Hegel and

Austen Newton. The kids saw
the Dogpound fighters training
and, because MMA is one of the
fastest-growing sports in America,
they wanted to take part.
MMA is a sport in which fighters are allowed to use their hands,
feet and submission holds — often
techniques from a variety of martial arts — to win their bouts.
The group now trains every
Tuesday and just added 8-year-old
Jack Martin to the kennel.

ity of his life around athletics. To
him and his wife, he said, this is
just another sport, but they have
run into people who don’t quite
understand it. Those people include Austen’s grandparents.
“I just don’t think people understand the sport yet. They see
martial arts and understand that
that’s OK, your kids can do judo
or karate and go out and kick each
other, but I think with the MMA
and the spot fighting, they don’t

“

I just don’t think people understand
the sport yet ... Your kids can do judo
and karate and go out and kick each
other, but with the MMA and spot
fighting, they don’t understand it.

”

Brian Newton
Father of Pound Puppy Austen Newton
Last night, the focus was on
Muay Thai and nearside arm bars.
At the end, the kids got to go live
under Powers’ close supervision
and practice what they’d learned.
This is when McCarthy learned
that flying punches are really cool,
but that’s only because they don’t
work out that often.
Austen’s father, Brian Newton,
stood watching the practice nearby. Newton, a former executive director of the Grizzly Scholarship
Association, has spent the major-

understand it,” Newton said.
Newton said the misconception
is that the sport is unruly or similar to street fighting, rather than
a controlled sport. And for this,
some people give it a black eye.
“It’s very disciplined and
Matt’s an incredible instructor. He
demands a lot of respect from the
kids and to me it’s nothing different than a different form of martial arts,” Newton said. “It’s very
well organized and (Powers) is
very conscientious of kids. He’s

wonderful with kids.”
The rarity of this kind of club
may factor into some of the flak
Newton has gotten. Powers said
while youth submission grappling
— wrestling with the added element of choke-holds, arm bars and
leg bars — is widely popular in
Montana, the Pound Puppies are
the only ones in their age group
that he knows of who are adding
striking to the mix and training in
MMA.
The pups will have a unique
chance to display their skills at an
MMA event in Hamilton on Saturday.
The kids will go toe-to-toe in
kickboxing-style matches in which
they will be given 15 seconds to
submit or finish the fight with
their fists if it goes to the ground.
Conall and Austen will fight, as
well as McCarthy and Martin.
Their sport may be misunderstood by some, but the Pound Puppies themselves seem oblivious —
they’re just kids having fun.
While Powers had his back
turned coaching some other fighters, Conall and Austen squared up
and Austen landed a solid straight
right. Jokingly, Conall fell to the
mat like a cartoon character and
the two started giggling.
Conall’s grin was emphasized
by his clear mouth guard as he
jumped up and charged toward
Austen, who covered his head in
mock fear and snickered, telling
Conall not hit him. Conall never did because he was too busy
laughing himself.
cody.bloomsburg@umontana.edu
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BREW
From page 1
“It’s not quite done yet,” he
said. That brew could be ready by
next week.
Head said the real benefit of
stronger beers lies in the flavors
that can be harnessed. Adding
more flavors in a batch of beer
takes more time to allow the flavors to knock against each other
and settle down, resulting in a
richer, creamier and more flavorful beer.
“These are beers to savor,” Head
said. “These are not beers to pound.”
Nielson said these bigger beers
have more to offer than just getting
their customers tanked quickly.
“You can buy Steel Reserve if
you just want to go for alcoholic
content,” he said.
michael.gerrity@umontana.edu
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Pieces of Yankee Stadium find new home

Troy Warzocha, Sports Reporter

As I heard my doorbell ring
early on a warm August morning,
I knew it could only be one thing.
I darted out of bed like a 10-yearold on Christmas morning and ran
to my back door.
“I signed it for you, Troy,” said
my roommate’s girlfriend.
“Thanks, Sarah,” I said.
“Wow, that’s big,” Sarah said.
“Yeah it is,” I replied. “For

$2,000 it better be.”
And there it stood, a big cardboard box about 3 feet high and
2 feet wide. After an excruciating
12-week wait, my chairs from the
original Yankee Stadium had arrived.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not a
trust fund baby or a rich man who
has money to waste on frivolous
purchases. I moved to Missoula
from Connecticut by myself in
2005 and, on top of writing for the
Kaimin, I have two jobs.
But as a self-professed diehard Yankees fan, how could I live
with myself if I passed up such
an opportunity? For the price of
a semester’s tuition, I purchased
two chairs (seats 14 and 15), an
autographed 8-by-10-inch photo
of outfielder Melky Cabrera, a
framed collage from the final
game at the old stadium (which included a copy of the lineup card,
ticket stub and dirt from the infield), and a framed 36-by-12-inch
sign that reads, “I want to thank
the Good Lord for making me a
Yankee,” autographed by future
hall-of-famer Derek Jeter.
Although there were a lot of
items that came with the purchase,
the opportunity to own history was
the most compelling reason for the
acquisition. While the old Yankee
Stadium had seen 26 World Series
Championships, in 1974 and 1975
major renovations were done at the
stadium and the old wooden seats

were replaced by blue moldedplastic chairs. My chairs weren’t
there when Babe Ruth, Joe DiMaggio or Mickey Mantle played, but
they were there when David Cone
and David Wells threw perfect
games, when the Yankees won
six World Series and when Reggie
Jackson launched three home runs
deep into the Bronx night in Game
6 of the 1977 World Series against
the Dodgers.
I was not told exactly where in
the stadium the seats came from,
but I couldn’t help to wonder. Who
had sat here? How many balls
were caught in these chairs? How
many $10 beers were spilled on
them? How many children stood
on them to see over the next person as the Yankees clinched yet
another World Series? Have I sat
in them before?
They were expensive, but if
there had been any remorse about
such an ambitious purchase, those
feelings were dispatched quickly.
Each item in the collection has
brought its own bit of good luck.
When I received the collage, I
went outside to open it. By the
time I got back to the television (of
course, the Yankees were on), first
baseman Mark Teixeira had just
hit a home run.
On Aug. 7, the Yankees and
Red Sox were deadlocked 0-0 in
the 15th inning until third baseman Alex Rodriguez hit a gamewinning two-run home run. The

whole game I had sat in my comfy
recliner. Before Rodriguez’s atbat, I had decided to shift to seat
15. Moments later, the epic fiveand-a-half-hour game was over.
Last Friday, when Rodriguez
hit a game-tying two-run home
run in the bottom of the ninth
against the Twins, I was in seat 15.
I yelled so loud, my girlfriend ran
into the room to see if I was OK. I
wasn’t at the new Yankee Stadium
that night, but it’s closer than any
person in Montana can get.
They’re not comfortable, by any
means. Clearly, they were made to
handle three hours of sitting at a
time. They were sent untouched
— dirt still in the crevices, black
gunk in random spots, and paint
wearing off the arm rests. They
sat through the harsh northeastern
winters for almost 35 years and
still feel just as I remember them.
They may be just some old, dirty,
uncomfortable, ridiculously expensive chairs, but they’re my old,
dirty, uncomfortable, ridiculously
expensive chairs.
While many people have told
me that I am crazy and I wasted
my money, moments like last Friday make every penny worth it.
They are my piece of home, my
piece of history and my investment in my favorite team.
And, to tell you the truth, I still
think I got a pretty darn good deal.

M
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troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
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Missoula’s
outdoor
gear stores
thriving
in the cold
Justin Franz
Montana Kaimin

Collin Behan/Montana Kaimin

Outdoor Program employee Lindsay Pilon prepares snow shoes and telemarking skis and boots Tuesday afternoon to be sold at the outdoor gear sale
Thursday in the UC.

Outdoor Program gears up for fall sale
Collin Behan
Montana Kaimin
From 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. on
Thursday, anyone can bring
equipment to the UC for the
Outdoor Program to sell later
that day.
The gear sale, which runs
once each fall and spring, is a
fundraiser for the Outdoor Program’s rental services.
“It’s sweet because a lot of
the (items brought in) come
from professors and community members, but students are
the ones buying the most stuff,”
said Lindsay Pilon, a recreation
management junior who works
for the Outdoor Program.
The seller sets his or her own
price, but these prices tend to be
reasonable because most people

are trying to get rid of gear, not
necessarily make a profit, Pilon said. Last year, one person
showed up with an entire UHaul filled with bikes, she said.
Natalie Hiller, rentals manager for the Outdoor Program,
said doors open to the general
public at noon and the sale runs
through 5 p.m., but people who
volunteer for three hours of
work at the sale get first grabs
at gear at 11 a.m. The sale generally draws a large crowd and
only 20 to 30 people are allowed
into the gear area at a time, she
said. Because thousands of dollars worth of equipment is for
sale, security is kept tight, Hiller said.
At the fall sale, the gear that
comes in tends to be winterthemed items like skis, snow-

boards, boots and snowshoes,
Hiller said. There is usually a
large number of used outdoor
clothing, bikes and backpacks
available as well, but they never
really know what will show up,
she said.
Last year’s fall sale totaled
$7,427, but the Outdoor Program takes 15 percent of each
sale, so the money they make is
substantially less. After paying
the sale employees and paying
for advertising, the majority of
money the sale generates comes
from selling their own rental
equipment, Hiller said.
“The years that we sell some
of our own Outdoor Program
gear, we do make a little more
money,” she said.
The money earned buys
more gear for the Outdoor Pro-

gram’s rental equipment center,
Hiller said.
Skiing, hiking, boating and
biking gear is available for rent
at the Outdoor Program, but
new equipment is preferred,
Hiller said.
This year, Hiller plans to sell
all of the program’s telemark
skis and boots. These skis are
borrowed infrequently and the
technology is difficult to keep
up with, she said. Money from
the sale of telemark skis and
other gear will go toward buying more snowshoes and cross
country skis, which rent out
completely several weekends a
year, Hiller said.
“It’s actually not much of a
fundraiser, to be honest,” Hiller
said. “It’s more of a service.”
collin.behan@umontana.edu

Experts, students share tips on winter biking
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Skidding over icy patches beneath underpasses or wobbling
around frozen roundabouts has
become a daily venture in the
Missoula winter. To prevent serious cycling injuries, Missoula bike
connoisseurs are repeating a message that most have heard since
their training-wheel days: Don’t
leave the house without a helmet.
“As it gets icier, helmets become even more important,” said
Brendan Halpin, sales specialist at
Missoula Bicycle Works.
University of Montana physical therapy students also stressed
the importance of head protection
Tuesday evening in the Skaggs

Building with an informational
session on common cycling injuries.
“The bottom line is to wear
your helmet,” said Maria Iles, a
third-year physical therapy student.
According to a Bicycle Helmet
Safety Institute statistic cited in the
presentation, 698 bicyclists were
killed on U.S. roads in 2007, many
of whom suffered head injuries.
The discussion also highlighted
the need to make adjustments to
bicycles to help prevent injuries.
Brad Plant, also in his third
year of physical therapy school,
said that back pain is the most
common of bicycling overuse injuries. Almost 70 percent of cyclists
report having suffered this type of

injury.
“The most important thing is
to build up your tolerance,” Plant
said. “You can’t just jump into it, it
takes building up your mileage to
ride safely.”
The students emphasized how
alterations to a bike’s seat, handlebars, tires and a rider’s cleats can
ease the strain on a cyclist.
To assist students with proper
bike adjustments, the students are
offering a free bike clinic today on
the Urey patio, located directly in
front of the Think Tank.
In addition, BikeWinter.org offers a number of recommendations
for those braving the frigid roads.
The site suggests that, when riding in snow, cyclists follow the ruts
created by cars for the traction the

pressed snow creates. When braking on a bike in icy or wet conditions, cyclists should pump their
brakes and keep their weight stable over the back tire. In between
braking, they should keep pedaling because momentum will help
them stay upright. Also, learning
to fall can help prevent larger injuries. BikeWinter blogging-cyclists
said taking a fall on the flat along
the forearm could prevent a broken wrist.
Halpin said that lights continue
to be a necessary safety element.
“The biggest thing is always
having lights, white in the front
and red in the back,” said Halpin.

See BIKES, page 8

With a less-than-stellar economy, closing and clearance sales
occur often these days. Some people are continually cutting back
and deciding between wants and
needs. But according to some local
outdoors stores, business in Missoula isn’t as bad as some would
guess.
“People here live close to their
passion,” said Todd Frank, owner
of Trail Head in downtown Missoula.
Located on Front Street, Frank
said business has been pretty
stable lately and that the recent
cold weather can only help. While
Frank admitted that business has
changed and that he does not see
as many casual shoppers as he did
before, a strong customer base remains.
“We’re not going out of business,” he said.
According to Frank, there was a
minor drop in sales last November
at the start of the economic downturn, but when it comes down to
it, people will continue to do what
they love.
“People won’t give up what
they are passionate about. They
won’t buy a new car, but they’ll
come here and get gear,” he said.
And last week’s cold snap,
which brought the first snow of the
season to the Missoula area, will
boost business, Frank said.
“When it snows, it gets cold and
we do well,” he said. “The change
in Montana weather can convince
a customer that they need something.”
But Frank said winter gear
sales are dictated by when snow
starts to fly and its relation to the
holiday season.
“We love to see early snow,”
he said. “But it doesn’t do us any
good if it dumps in January.”
While this past weekend could
be a sign of things to come, winter
weather can be finicky. But Frank
is ready with most winter items already on hand.
“We’re ready to rock ‘n’ roll,”
he said.
The same can be said for
Pipestone Mountaineering, just
down the street. Employee Caitlin Twohig said the store saw an
upswing in sales this weekend,
partly due to Homecoming. She
said many people visiting town for
the game weren’t prepared for the
early cold that gripped Missoula
and hats and gloves were popular
items.
“People need the gear and (the
cold) came faster than expected,”
she said.

See STORES, page 8
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Yet cash-strapped students at
the Univeristy of Montana are
looking for other ways to get the
gear they need.
“I enjoy hand-me-downs, or
wait for Christmas,” UM junior
Lizi Wirak said. “If it’s something
I really need, I’ll splurge — if I really need it.”
UM sophomore Ryan Berube
agrees with Wirak and said he
would rather borrow an item from
a friend than buy it.
When asked if he thought students were spending more carefully, Berube was quick to respond:
“Hell yeah, dude. I’m in college
and there isn’t much work for kids
our age. You have to ask yourself
if this is something you need or
want,” he said. “But that’s life.”

BIKES
From page 7
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Left out in the cold

People can be ticketed for riding
after dark without a light, Halpin
said. Such a thing can be avoided by
purchasing a bike light, which typically cost no more than $12.
Halpin also had a number of
suggestions for winter recreational
biking.
“You can get studded bike snow
tires for $40 to $50 each,” he said.
Halpin also said that riding on the
snowy, wet trails “really tears (the
trails) up, putting ruts in everything.”
To stay in shape during the
off-season, Halpin said that people take spinning classes, ride on
a trainer or ride on plowed dirt
roads.
The bike fitting clinic will be
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m today.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu

justin.franz@umontana.edu

Hannah J. Ryan/Montana Kaimin

From within its melting snow bank, a forgotten bike gazes out at scarf-wrapped students hurrying,
hot coffees in hand, from the UC to the library.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
LOST AND FOUND
Lost: Lime green Sony digital camera in
small black leather case on October 10
near stadium. Call (720) 879-7694.
Found: Cat outside LA building. Gray and
white stripes. No collar.
Call Daniel 520-909-7121.
Found: Ring in stadium after homecoming
game. Call Jan at 243-4293 to identify.
HELP WANTED
Help needed- Cleaning/organize house.
Type? Computer? Need car. Pattee
Canyon, 4-10 flexible hours per week.
$9 an hour. Call Jill 406-360-7797

Montana Kaimin
Office Staff:

kiosk
KAIMIN

CLASSIFIEDS

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
Carlo’s One Night Stand. New location.
109 South 3rd. 543-6350.
Rent, Buy, 1000’s of choices. Gloves,
Go-Go Boots. Carlo’s 543-6350.
1000’s of costumes, wigs, hats, makeup,
fishnets, more! Carlo’s 543-6350.
Elvis, Marilyn, astronauts, convicts,
pirates, Go Go’s, Oktoberfest, cowboys.
Carlo’s 543-6350.
Wigs, wigs, wigs, eyelashes, mustaches,
makeup, tights, more! Carlo’s 543-6350.

Survey takers needed. Make 5-$25 per
survey. Go to www.GetPaidToThink.com
PERSONALS
Want better grades? The TM technique
improves academic performance.
www.tm.org - Paula 207-7496
Counseling and Psychological Services.
Personal counseling appointments
available. Please call 243-4711
Spit tobacco is not a safe alternative to
smoking. Need help kicking the can?
Curry can help. 243-2809 CHC Rm 112.

SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student
discount! Computer Central 136 E.
Broadway 542-6540
Computer Problems? Free Diagnosis! Free
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
DUI Defense Associates. Don’t Plead
Guilty. Call 721-3726
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula.
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins.
Call 251-6611.

Furnished rooms for rent Missoula.
Everything included-even housekeeper
$310/mo and up call now 866-728-2664
www.ValueAddedRentals.com
FOR SALE
The Snowbowl Ski & Board Sale! October
17 & 18 Noon to 5p.m. All kinds of great
used adult & children’s ski & snowboard
equipment and special prices on
Snowbowl clothing and other accessories.
2006 Chevrolet HHR LT $9500 purple
60K miles, Call 370-5462

AD REPRESENTATIVES:

PRODUCTION:

OFFICE ASSISTANTS:

Amanda Conley
Hannah VanArsdell
Holly Calloway

Callisa Block

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Rachel Gundlach
Tes Schaefer
Pam Jarnagin & Kara Naftz

OFFICE MANAGER:
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